Comprehensive Needs Assessment Considerations
Various funding programs, within ESSA, have specific requirements for, annually, conducting a needs assessment.  A formal planning team is critical and should include multiple stakeholders during key steps of developing the comprehensive needs assessment (parents, community members, teachers, principals, central office administration/program staff, and students).  In addition to collecting/analyzing formative and summative assessments (both state and local data), qualitative data—such as information collected through focus groups, interviews, written surveys, or classroom observations, would be helpful data sources.  Based upon the WVDE state accountability system and connections to the LEA consolidated funding application, the LEA/School Needs Assessment is based upon five sections:  Demographic data, Academic data, High School Graduation & Student Success data, Attendance & Behavior data, and Educator Effectiveness data.

Program Funding Expectations:

Title I, Part A (basic programs for students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds that provides for equity in achieving academic success)
-Identify gaps between the current status of the district/school and its vision of where it wants to be, relative to key indicators or focus areas; (review of multiple, relevant data sources key to student success)
-Analysis of student achievement data relative to proficiency expectations and involves parents, community members, teachers, principals, central office administration/program staff, and students,
-Identify any additional needs that should be a focus to increase proficiency in reading and/or math such as parent involvement, teacher quality, adult basic education, family literacy
-Other factors that may have an impact on the academic success of children, especially students experiencing homelessness and students in foster care.
ESSA Section 1114(b)(6)

Title II (preparing, training, and recruiting certified teachers and principals)—needs assessment conducted to determine the knowledge and skills needed by teachers and the instructional leadership skills required of principals to ensure students meet standards.  Funds are to be used to target those activities most likely to improve instruction and student achievement.

· ESSA suggests the needs assessment include:
-Student achievement data
-Information on national and state initiatives
-Anticipated professional development needs of core subject area teachers
-Anticipated teacher supply and demand
-Student enrollment data
-Results of program evaluations
-Input from community and business
ESSA Section 2101, 2102, 2103



Title III (English language learners—EL and immigrant students)
· Needs assessment would include: 
-Number of students who are designated as being English learners (ELs) in the district
-Information on the students’ characteristics—including their native language, their proficiency in English and in their native language
-Achievement data in reading/language arts and mathematics, English Language Proficiency Assessments comparison of achievement data for EL and non-EL students, and a summary of the previous schooling experiences of the children
-Professional development needs of the instructional personnel who will provide services to the EL students (EL and General Education)
EL parent engagement

Title IV, Part A (student support and academic enrichment)
· Includes a needs assessment that examines the needs for improvement in:
-Access to and opportunities for a well-rounded education
-Safe and supportive conditions for learning
-Access to personalized learning experiences supported by technology and professional development for the effective use of data and technology

Title V, Part B RLIS (supplemental funds made available to LEAs to help rural LEAs increase student achievement)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]RLIS funds apply more broadly and can be used for a number of purposes related to other titles of ESSA.  Follow the above Title program guidance in developing the needs assessment for Title V funding activities.
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